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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To permit purchase applicants who can not participate in 
the place of an auction to participate in the auction almost similarly to 
purchasers participating in the place of the auction by using FAX 
transmission so as to improve the number o the successful bids of an 
auction processing. 

CONSTITUTION: A FAX transmission equipment which can output 
various data necessary for the auction by direct connection and which 
transmits and inputs the bid condition and the application of an applicant 
participating in the place of the auction to a host computer is connected 
with the host computer which stores the data. A central controller 2 
processing these pieces of information at the place of the auction, a bid 
device 9, a display device 1 1 and an input operating device 13 are 
provided. 
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[Scope of Claims] 

[Claim 1] A remotely participable auction processor comprising: 
a host computer (1) provided with: a consigned vehicle data 
storage device (3) for storing consigned vehicle data composed of 
a list of consigned items relating to vehicles consigned for an 
auction; and a vehicle status data storage device (4) for storing 
vehicle status data composed of detailed data regarding each 
consigned vehicle; and 

a central controller (2) provided with: an input operation 
device (13) for performing auction operation/ input ; a bidding 
device (9) for buyers participating at an auction venue; and a 
display device (11) for displaying data necessary for an auction 
to the venue, wherein the central controller (2) further comprises 
a storage device (14) and a control device (16) for receiving input 
of the data necessary for the auction from the host computer (1) , 
processing input data from counterbid information inputted from 
the input operation device (13) and the bidding device (9), and 
displaying necessary data in the display device (11)/ 

the remotely participable auction processor being 

characterized in that: 

the host "computer ~(TFis" provided with: a remote buyer data 
storage device (19) for storing data relating to remote buyers not 
participating at the auction venue; and a facsimile 
sending/receiving device (17) which is connected to the host 



computer (1) using a specific code to send the consigned vehicle 
data and the vehicle status data to the remote buyer, and which 
also sends auction bid condition data from the remote buyer to be 
inputted into the host computer (1); and 

the central controller (2) is provided with a bid conditions 
storage device (21) for storing the auction bid condition data from 
the buyers which are stored in the host computer (1), and also 
performs processing by the control device (16) so that the remote 
buyers can participate in the auction together with the buyers 
participating at the venue using the bidding device (9) . 

[0006] 

[Embodiment] Fig. 1 is a block diagram showing a construction of 
a device according to the present invention. The device is provided 
with a host computer 1 storing various information necessary for 
a vehicle auction; and a central controller 2 constituted by a 
computer that operates/controls auctioning at an auction venue. 

[0007] The host computer 1 internally has a storage device 
3 for storing consigned vehicle data including a listing of 
consigned vehicles; a vehicle status storage device 4 for storing 
detailed data regarding consigned vehicles; an auction results data 
storage device 6 for storing recent auction data results for an 
auctioneer; a successful bid request data storage device 7 for 
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storing successful bid request data including a statement of 
accounts from the auctioneer; a general data storage device 8 
storing general data including explanations about auctions, advance 
data regarding upcoming events and the like, and also includes a 
device for storing such things as information about consignors of 
the auctioned items. These storage devices need not necessarily 
be independent devices. The various data in the above-mentioned 
host computer 1 can include data from auction venues A, B, C... 
scattered throughout the Kanto region or Chubu region or Kinki 
region, for example, which are collectively inputted whenever 
necessary through communications means either directly or manually . 

[0008] The central controller 2 is located at the auction 
venue. It is connected to the above-mentioned host computer 1 to 
output data necessary for the above-mentioned auction, and it is 
also connected with a button-type bidding device 9 that a buyer 
participating at the venue uses to respond to the auctioning, a 
data display device 11 and an image device 12 for displaying the 
data necessary for the auction to the auction venue, and an input 
operation device 13 for carrying out processing/manipulations for 
the auction. Further, inside the central controller 2 there are 
provided a storage device 14, a storage device 16, and the like, 
which store: the consigned vehicle data, vehicle status data 
inputted from the host computer 1, and other necessary data for 
the auction processing/operation; and the data and input/processing 



matter inputted from the input operation device 13 and the bidding 
device 9, and which also store computational processing or the 
above-mentioned processing matter as necessary, and these storage 
data and processing data necessary matter are displayed on the data 
display device 11 and the image display device 12. 

[0009] The above-mentioned host computer 1 is connected using 
a telephone line to a facsimile sending/receiving device 17 (FAX) 
with push buttons furnished on the side of the remote buyers 
(members) outside the auction venue who participate in the auction 
and are registered in advance. The members (FAX members) are 
informed about the auction date, venue, etc. in advance before the 
auction is held. However, this information can also be obtained 
in advance from the general data storage device 8 in the host 
computer 1 by using the facsimile directly. The FAX members use 
an ID code that is pre-registered in the computer 1 to directly 
connect by the FAX 17 to the host computer 1 and can use the direct 
FAX 17 to receive, from each storage device 3 through 8 in the 
computer, for free or for a charge, the consigned vehicle data, 
the vehicle status data, the auction results data and the like which 
are necessary for participating in the auction, by a given period 
before the auction is held, and after the auction, information about 
the winning bid price and the like can be obtained- in a similar 
fashion. Further, the obtained data described here are exactly 
identical in content as that obtained by the venue participant 
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buyers in the case where the consigned vehicle (s) are not exhibited 
at the auction venue, 

[0010] Further, the above-mentioned FAX 17 is also connected 
to a FAX 18 on the auction venue side, whereby the FAX members can 
set the type, the price and other conditions for a vehicle on which 
they wish to bid, and can enter bids through the auction venue-side 
FAX 18 by a given period before the auction is held. The content 
of the bids are inputted/stored in a remote buyer data storage device 
19 provided in the host computer 1 on the venue side (the auctioneer 
side) , and the bids are transmitted or re-inputted and stored inside 
a bid conditions storage device 21 inside the central computer 2 
before the auction starts. 

[0011] The bid data entered from the FAX members which have 
been processed as described above are compared by the central 
computer 2 against an auction price determined according to an 
auction performed with the buyers participating at the auction venue . 
For example, in a case where auction price (stop price) at the venue 
is "a" and the desired price from the FAX member is "b", then: 
when a>b the venue-participant buyer wins the auction at the 
price of "a" 

when a=b the FAX member wins the auction at a price of a+oc (note: 
a is a predetermined add-on value such as 3, 000 yen) 
when a<b the FAX member wins the auction at a price of (a+a)<=A 
(where A being a price desired by the consignor) 



In this way, the winning bid price and the winning bidder are 
determined by processing by the central computer 2 (however, there 
are cases where a winning bid is cancelled when the seller' s desired 
price is not reached) . 

[0012] Fig. 2 shows the data display device 11 for displaying 
the auction venue, which is composed of an electric notice board. 
The electric notice board is provided with a price display device 
11a for displaying an auction price, and a comment device lib for 
showing comment displays that are useful for running the auction, 
such as, xx Today' s specially selected car" and the like. It is also 
provided with a consigned item number display device 11c for 
displaying a consigned item number as shown in Fig. 1; a buyer 
display device lid for displaying a buyer number; a model year 
display device lie for displaying the model year of the vehicle; 
an appraisal points display device llf for numerically showing an 
appraised value of the vehicle; a bid display device llg showing 
a lamp display of the bidding situation and the like; a price 
difference display device llh for showing the difference between 
the current auction price and the seller's desired price; a 
successful bid display device Hi which blinks when a bid is 
successful, and the- like.- 

[0013] Fig. 3 is a detailed diagram of the image^display device 
12 including an illustrated display of detailed data regarding the 
consigned vehicle that is to be auctioned. Inside a frame 12a there 
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are provided columns for the consigned item No., the vehicle type, 
the model year, the appraisal points, mileage, color and the like; 
a special matter column 12b showing evaluation matter which should 
be particularly written; and an illustrated display portion 12c 
for illustrating/displaying dirt on the outside of the vehicle, 
damaged parts and the size(s) thereof, tire tread depth (amount 
of wear) and the like . This image display device enables an accurate 
understanding of the vehicle states even when the vehicle itself 
is not exhibited at the venue. 

[0014] Further, as to the content displayed by the above- 
mentioned image display device 12, it is stored as a whole in the 
vehicle state storing device 4 as an illustration having the same 
appearance, and is outputted and transmitted also to the FAX 17 
of the FAX members. 
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